
“THE OFFICIAL TOUR”
Next Available Tour: Departs September 2027

Limited to just 15 vehicles!



ROUTE 66
Commissioned on November 11, 1926, Route 66 was one of America's first 

paved transcontinental highways — a diagonal ribbon linking Chicago to 

the California coast. 

It’s an iconic highway for many reasons. Among them; it carried Dust Bowl 

families west, it boomed through the post-war prosperity that launched the  

road-trip vacation craze and it gave rise to the neon glow of motels, road-

side diners, competing gas stations and huckster marketing. 

Ghost towns and abandoned relics. A time capsule of America’s history, 
with all its struggles and triumphs. 
Alive and kicking in the rock and roll era!

Welcome to our “Official Tour” of Route 66
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W E L C O M E  T O  R O U T E  6 6  |  G I L L I G A N S

Back in 1926, existing roads and trails across the USA were linked together to 
create a designated National Highway: U.S Route 66: 

A 2448 mile (3939 kilometres for you new-agers) highway through eight states 
and three time zones. 
Beginning in downtown Chicago, ending in Los Angeles. 
Think Cape Reinga to Bluff and back again, plus a bit more besides. 

If you’re reading this brochure then Route 66 is on your bucket list.

Hundreds of thousands of people annually take this discovery drive - the 
majority from outside of America. But how many feel the full vibe? 

That’s what you get with Gilligans’ comprehensive 27-day, fully guided tour, 
welcomed by Route 66 business owners and highly commended by hundreds of 
past guests. Nobody does it better.

De-gazetting as a national highway in 1985 occurred because the interstate by 
then was total. What could have killed many routes made ol’ 66 stronger. 

Today it is America’s longest attraction.  Museums, festivals, scenic wonders, 
neon-lit landmarks and, to test your drive-by willpower, more than a few classic 
tourist traps. 

Also ghostly relics, from single abandoned gas stations to entire deserted towns, 
straight from the 1930s to 1950s. So much show and tell.



T O U R  O V E R V I E W

From the very first day behind the wheel until the very last, you will be driving 
on almost all of what was old Route 66.

We provide a fully guided tour that still allows you the choice of what you both 
want to see - and for how long…

The secret sauce in the Gilligan’s recipe is an exclusive CarPlay app, operating 
through your car’s media system, and our comprehensive guide-book. 

Consider these your secret treasure maps: Route 66 is akin to a braided river. 
Over the decades it has been straightened, bypassed and widened multiple times.  

Sometimes original sections are left to one side or the other. 
Some serve as frontage road for access to driveways and country lanes. 
In some spots there’s Route 66 from the 1930s – which might still be dirt (as back 
then just 1000kms of the whole thing was paved) - on one side of the interstate, 
and Route 66 from the 1950s on the other side.

On top of this, the whole thing so zigs and zags, switches names and numbers, 
and sometimes just dead-ends that, if you are not paying attention, or even if 

you are, you can end up heading east instead of west or on that soul-less modern 
road.

Gilligans’ knows the way. Indeed, you’ll experience early and ‘lesser known’
alignments - some even pre-dating its certification. 
Without Gilligan’s guidance, you’d soon be befuddled. With it, you confidently 
enter a world you won’t believe.



T O U R  F O R M A T

The first morning in Chicago see the group get together for a pre-tour meeting
This allows for introductions, it provides you with some equipment such as the 
iPhone with our APP and your comprehensive route-book.

The rest of the time in the windy city is spent exploring Chicago, adjusting to the 
new time-zone and enjoying a night out with new friends at our ‘Welcome 
Dinner’.

In the initial days on Route 66, your guide with lead the group, travelling in 
convoy to ensure everyone is comfy with driving and the way it all works.

Once you’re settled in?  You’ll enjoy the freedom to stop and explore Route 66 at 
your own pace – as if you’re discovering it for yourself  (and you will be!)

We’ll still meet up throughout each day to visit notable points of interest, but for 
the most part you’ll be driving historic 66 at your own pace!

Some nights we have pre-planned dinners. Some nights are free. Rest and 
relaxation, or a night out exploring? Its your call!

Added to the Route 66 theme is a two-night stays in Williams, Arizona to take in 
the Grand Canyon and then three free nights in the entertainment capital of the 
world – fabulous Las Vegas! 

The tour concludes at the ‘End of Route 66 ’sign on the Santa Monica Pier, 
overlooking the Pacific Ocean.



THE JOURNEY WEST
Eight states, one legendary highway — following the most authentic alignments of Route 66

1 Illinois 2 Missouri 3 Kansas 4 Oklahoma

5 Texas 6 New Mexico 7 Arizona 8 California

> 2,448 mi
CHICAGO → SANTA MONICA

21 days  on the Road
THE BEST LENGTH TOUR

90 – 299
MILES ON ANY DAY

C H I C A G O  T O  T H E  P A C I F I C



THE DETAILS
Flights

Return Economy flights from home to Chicago and back from Los Angeles. 

Upgrades and alternate dates are easily arranged.

Accommodation
We include all accommodation. The standard of accommodation is considered 

3+ star. We add some authentic Route 66 properties throughout the trip!

Rental Vehicle
Premium Sedan or SUV are standard issue for the tour. Upgrades to 

convertibles, Pick-Ups, or other premium cars are available by request.

Guide, iPhone with APP & Route Book
We supply everything you need. Our supplied iPhone provides unlimited free 

calling and data, plus our APP and Route Book make following 66 a breeze! 

W H A T  W E  P R O V I D E



YOU CHOOSE THE TOUR

April Tour

Average daytime temperatures 
are around 21deg, with low 
humidity and fine days. 

If the heat is not for you we 
certainly suggest travelling in 
April. 

The highlight of April’s tour is 
the annual ‘Route 66 Fun Run’ –
a major classic car event that 
we take part in. 

Travel with over 900+ cars on 
Route 66 through Arizona. 

September Tour

Being early Autumn (Fall), the 
trees are about to change 
colour, yet temperatures 
average around 29deg by day.

Light winds, relatively low 
humidity and little rain are the 
norm. 

Some evenings in New Mexico 
will be cooler due to the higher 
elevation (6000ft) but generally 
shorts and tee-shirts are the 

wardrobe of choice. 

Las Vegas to California will be 
hotter (expect 31+ deg by day).

S P R I N G  O F  F A L L ?



Over 200,000 tourists travel Route 66 each year, so it’s obvious that there is 

plenty of choice when it comes to choosing a tour company to travel with. 
There is however, far less choice when it comes to doing a tour that gives Route 
66 the time and energy it deserves. 

If a genuine Route 66 tour is what you’re wanting, then you need not look any 
further than Gilligans.
Route 66 ceased to exist in 1985 and once the signage was removed, maps were 
altered and the interstate took over, Route 66 was all but forgotten. 
Today, we specialise in helping tourists travel the road without the complicated 
hassles of trying to find what was – the Main Street of America.

Route 66 only ever travelled from Chicago to Los Angeles. Therefore, unlike 
some other tours advertised, we start in Chicago and finish on the pier at Santa 
Monica. 
With the exception of the three day side-trip to Las Vegas (Las Vegas is not on 

66) we spend all of the tour travelling what was Route 66.

Our tour across the ‘Mother Road’ is not just a road trip for the blokes or car 
enthusiasts  - neither is it about the stereotypical image of burgers, neon signs 
and drive-thrus.

Gilligans provides a thoughtfully considered, yet ultimately authentic tour that 
offers both a snapshot in time to this iconic period in American history, but also 
an incredibly diverse overview of American culture in general. 

We welcome you to heartland USA!

W H Y  G I L L I G A N S ?



EXCLUSIONS
FUEL
Fuel is excellent value on Route 66 - average costs are approximately US$390 

for the tour

Dinners & Lunches
Nearly all breakfasts are provided – other than Las Vegas (3 free days to enjoy 

a break) along with just a couple of other locations each tour

Admission Fees

Most museums and Route 66 points of interest are just a few dollars per person

Travel / Medical Insurance

This is a requirement for the tour – and especially important for the USA

B E F O R E  Y O U  H I T  T H E  R O A D



DAY 1: Travel + Chicago Arrival

DAY 2: Chicago – Pre-Tour meeting & explore

DAY 3: Chicago – Free Day

DAY 4: Chicago – Pontiac (IL) – 90 miles

DAY 5: Pontiac – Springfield (IL) – 111 miles

DAY 6: Springfield – St Louis (MO) – 130 miles

DAY 7: St Louis – Lebanon (MO) - 174 miles

DAY 8: Lebanon – Joplin (MO) – 143 miles

DAY 9: Joplin – Tulsa (OK) – 139 miles

DAY 10: Tulsa – Oklahoma City (OK) – 119 miles

DAY 11: Oklahoma City – Clinton (OK) – 129 miles

DAY 12 : Clinton – Amarillo (TX) – 161 miles

DAY 13: Amarillo – Tucumcari (NM) – 116 miles

DAY 14: Tucumcari – Albuquerque (NM) – 161 miles

DAY 15: Albuquerque – Gallup (NM) – 161 miles

DAY 16: Gallup – Williams (AZ) – 259 miles

DAY 17: Williams – Williams (Day at Grand Canyon)

DAY 18: Williams – Kingman (AZ) – 128 miles

DAY 19: Kingman - Las Vegas (NV) - 108 miles 

DAY 20: Las Vegas (FREE DAY)

DAY 21: Las Vegas (FREE DAY)

DAY 22: Las Vegas – Laughlin (NV) – 159 miles

DAY 23: Laughlin – Pasadena (CA) – 299 miles

DAY 24: Pasadena – Santa Monica Pier 

DAY 25/6: Tour concludes / Onwards Travel

THE  ITINERARY

C H I C A G O  T O  T H E  P A C I F I C



“Our ‘Mother Road’ tour is a road trip for all. 

It goes beyond stereotypical images.

We’ve created a thoughtfully considered, 

authentic tour that’s about historic and modern 
cultural immersion. 

These are memories that will last a lifetime. 

I hope you can join me for the adventure!”

Sam Murray - Gilligans

CHICAGO  →  SANTA MONICA

2,448 MILES  ·  EST. 1926

YOUR PERSONAL  INVITATION!

T O U R  D A T E S :

April 2027: 

Tours depart Chicago mid-April & mid-September.

Get in touch for exact dates, depending on where in the 

world you’re departing from. 

SOLD OUT

September 2027: 50% SOLD

April 2028: 

September 2028: NOW SELLING!

15% SOLD



“THE OFFICIAL TOUR”

EMAIL TO SECURE A SPOT

2027:  50% SOLD!

mailto:gilligansroute66@gmail.com?subject=September%202027
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