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The Mississippi Tour

Fur Trade - Paddle Steamers - Nashville - Elvis - Civil War - Plantations - Soul Food & The Blues!

26 Days - 10 States - Minneapolis to New Orleans



THE STORY OF A RIVER: MAY 2027

Welcome to the
Mississippi Tour!

Roll down gravel back roads, journey through Spanish moss-
draped trees & visit storied battlefields.

Experience smokehouses, plantations and honky-tonks that gave
America its soundtrack.

From the share-croppers huts of the south, the neon glow of
Nashville through to the famous gates of Graceland - thisisa
tour of America at its most soulful.

Welcome to our tour down the Mississippi

2 6 Days 10 statesvisited

7 Two-night stays 15 vehides

The Mississippi Tour

MAY 2027




WELCOME TO THE MISSISSIPPI TOUR

Gilligans’ tour down the Mississippi is a journey from Minneapolis to
New Orleans, following the spirit of the Great River Road while
deliberately avoiding the obvious route.

Rather than simply tracing the main scenic highways, the tour slips
onto quieter backroads, utilising both sides of the river.

Gravel roads, dirt trails, levee tracks, through forest, and even the
occasional field — a true driving experience awaits.

Consider it a more adventurous interpretation of America’s great river
drive - designed to keep guests close to the water, the land, and the
communities that have been shaped by the river and it’s evolution.

The tour begins by exploring the upper river story, where fur trading,
Indigenous routes, early European settlement, and river towns carved
a path for the Mississippi.

Before roads and cars, the river was the highway: canoes, keelboats,
barges, and later steamboats carried people, timber, grain, cotton,
news, and ambition up and down its length.
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The Mississippi Tour

You'll see first hand how the Mississippi became a commercial artery,
a border, a meeting place, and a source of both opportunity and
conflict.

As the road rolls south, the journey widens into America’s musical
heartland with side trip to Nashville before returning to the river in
Memphis.

Nashuville brings country music, songwriters, honky-tonks, and the
business of American roots music, while Memphis adds the energy of
Beale Street, Sun Studio, riverfront history, and a visit to Graceland.

These are the cities that have forever changed popular music.

The Civil War becomes a major thread as the tour approaches
Mississippi, where the river was not just scenery but a military prize.

For travellers, the Union army trail turns the Civil War from a
distant battlefield story into a road journey: bluffs, creek crossings,
forests, abandoned roadbeds, small towns, and courthouse squares
become part of the campaign map.

You will appreciate the amount of work undertaken by the Union
army to carve a path through rugged terrain.



As the tour enters the Mississippi Delta, the landscape opens into
cotton fields, bayous, small towns, plantations, and levees.

This section takes on the deeper and more difficult history of
slavery, plantation wealth, sharecropping, segregation, and
rural poverty. At the same time, it provides an insight that
celebrates the creativity and resilience that gave rise to the
musical phenomenon: The Blues.

You'll learn about juke joints’, soul food, church traditions, farm
communities, and the stories of people who transformed
hardship into music, culture, and identity.

The final days carry you into Louisiana and on to New Orleans,
where the river broadens into a world of levees, wetlands, ports,
neighbourhoods, food, jazz, and layered cultures.
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The Mississippi Tour

After 25 great days down the river, the tour finishes not just at the
end of a road, but at the meeting point of French, Spanish, African,
Caribbean, and American influences — New Orleans!

This is a journey through geography, trade, music, food, and
memory — a rougher, richer, less-travelled Mississippi adventure
from Minneapolis to the Gulf.

Ifyou enjoy driving the roads less travelled, you appreciate history
and enjoying talking to locals — then this is an experience you will
love!

THE TOUR FORMAT

You'll spend a couple of days in Minneapolis to adjust to a new time
zone, and it gives you time to explore the ‘Twin Cities”.

Leaving town, you'll collect you SUV rental and set your sights South
for atrue American Road Trip!

Once you're settled in - you will enjoy the freedom to stop and
explore at your own pace.




Stay in fifteen towns from the
Twin Cities to the Gulf - tracing
the Great River via roads &
trails less known...
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The Mississippi Tour

It should be noted that this is a very different tour to Route 66.
Unlike the Mother Road, this is more history — less gift shop tourism.

Business owners don't ‘sing from the same song book’ about a common
theme (like they do about Route 66) Although the river is the centre of
attentions stories from it are actually the towns and the people we
visit.

This is a wide-ranging tour — so its all about your interactions with the
people you meet and the questions you ask about the aspects that
appeal to you — especially in the towns we stay at.

Route 66 was all about a road made famous in pop-culture. This is a
tour rich in history and full of so many stories that has helped make
America what it is today.

DRIVING THE MISSISSIPPI
This is an adventure — but certainly not rough and rugged.

Given you’ll be driving on more unpaved sections than we did on Route
66, we utilise SUV'’s or pick-ups for extra ground clearance and some
additional security of all-wheel drive.

Driving in the USA will be more comfortable this time round and youl
also be comfortable enjoying the same style Route Book & APP for daily
navigation.
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The Mississippi Tour

TWO-NIGHT SIDE TRIP - MUSIC CITY

Nashville: Home of Country

We deviate away from the river for a two-night jaunt to the Home
of Country: Nashville.

Even if you're not into the country scene of cowboy boots or
bourbon — its impossible to not be drawn by the amazing night-life
scene of Broadway, in downtown.

We visit the Grand Ole Opry, and spend time visiting downtown.
Nashuville is a city I'm sure you'll enjoy.

B Grand Ole Opry. Country's biggest stage and the world's
longest-running radio show, on the air since 1925.

B Experience Broadway. A neon mile of honky-tonks
where the music never stops!

B Hall of Fame. From Hank and Cash to today's rising stars
at the Country Music Hall of Fame.



WALKING IN MEMPHIS

The Birth of Rock & Roll

From one music scene to another — departing Nashuille we’re
off to Memphis!

A smaller, grittier city that is famous for the Birth of Rock &
Roll.

On arrival, we visit the Civil Rights Museum before a day
dedicated to Elvis — concluding with a visit to Sun Studio.

B National Civil Rights Museum. A powerful,
essential stop at the Lorraine Motel, where Dr. King was
assassinated in 1968.

B Beale Street. We stay right in the heart of the
birthplace of the blues, where the clubs jam late into the
Memphis night.

B Sun Studio. Stand in the storefront where Elvis,
Johnny Cash and Jerry Lee Lewis cut the first rock 'n' roll
records in 1954. The very room where Sam Phillips
captured a spark that changed American music forever.

The Mississippi Tour



THE HOME OF THE KING

Graceland:

You'll enjoy a half day at Graceland. Time spent here provides
visitors with a special insight in the person who became the King

of Rock n Roll — Mr Elvis Presley.

By night, walk and enjoy Beale Street in downtown Memphis.

B The Mansion. Tour Elvis's 1939 Colonial Revival home —
from the living room to the famous Jungle Room, preserved

just as he left it.

MAY 2027 - The Mississippi Tour
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Vicksburg: President Lincoln called it
“the key” to the union army’s success.

Explore some of the 1,800 monuments,
restored earthworks, and the ironclad USS
Cairo at the national military park.
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ALONG THE CIVIL WAR TRAIL

Vicksburg & Natchez

During the American Civil War, the Mississippi River was one of
the most important routes in North America, carrying people,
goods, and military supplies through the heart of the country.

Vicksburg, built high on bluffs above the river, became a vital
Confederate stronghold because whoever controlled it could control
traffic on the Mississippi.

In 1863, Union forces under General Ulysses S. Grant besieged
Vicksburg for 47 days, and its surrender on 4 July helped give the
Union control of the river and split the Confederacy in two.

Further south, Natchez had a different wartime story: as a wealthy
river town with many grand homes and plantations nearby, it was
occupied by Union forces and largely escaped the destruction
suffered elsewhere.

Our tour spends a full day in Vicksburg — a day that allows you to
fully appreciate the size, scale and importance of the battle.

Our accommodation too has some stories to tell...




LIFE IN THE DELTA

Birth of the Blues

The blues was born from the pain, endurance, and creativity of
African Americans in the Deep South, especially in the Mississippi
Delta.

Its roots reach back to the spirituals, field hollers, and work songs
sung by enslaved people and later by sharecroppers as they
laboured under harsh conditions.

Performers such as Charley Patton transformed everyday struggle
into powerful music, using raw vocals, repeating guitar patterns,
and deeply personal lyrics.

What began as a way to express sorrow, hope, and survival
eventually became one of the most influential musical forms in
American history.
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The Mississippi Tour:

The Trip at a Glance

WHAT'S INCLUDED EXCLUSIONS

« Great mix of Accommodation (most breakfasts incl) * Fuel for the rental vehicle (approx. US$390)

o Rental SUV with insurances and taxes « Admission fees to museums/attractions etc

« Gilligans’ APP & Route Book « Lunches & Dinners (other than those included)
o Welcome & Farewell Dinners « Travel/Medical Insurances

« Special visits and activities  Discretionary spending

« Enjoy two-night stays in great locations

US$6 s998 per person, twin-share Email for more info: sam@ gilliganstours.com




The Mississippi Tour:

Itinerary

DAY 1: Arrive - Minneapolis (MN)
DAY 2: Minneapolis

DAY 3: Minneapolis

DAY 4: Minneapolis — La Crosse (WI)
DAY 5: La Crosse — Galena (IL)

DAY 6: Galena - Galena

DAY 7: Galena — Davenport (IA)

DAY 8: Davenport — Keokuk (IA)

DAY 9: Keokuk — Hannibal (MO)

DAY 10: Hannibal — St Louis (MO)

DAY 11: St Louis — Cape Giradeau (MO)

US$6,995 per person, twin-share

DAY 12 : Cape Giradeau — Nashville (TN)

DAY 13 : Nashville

DAY 14: Nashville — Memphis (TN)
DAY 15: Memphis

DAY 16: Memphis — Clarksdale (MS)
DAY 17: Clarksdale - Clarksdale

DAY 18: Clarksdale — Vicksburg (MS)
DAY 19: Vicksburg

DAY 20: Vicksburg — Natchez (MS)
DAY 21: Natchez — Baton Rouge (LA)
DAY 22: Baton Rouge — New Orleans
DAY 23: New Orleans (FREE DAY)
DAY 24: New Orleans - Departure
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Email for more info: sam@gilliganstours.com
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The Mississippi Tour

Fur Trade - Paddle Steamers - Nashville - Elvis - Civil War - Plantations - Soul Food & The Blues!

26 Days - 10 States - Minneapolis to New Orleans _
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